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ÅLoss of many educated elite during Khmer Rouge 
regime

ÅRebuilding of educational system 

ÅBasic education is six years primary school and 
three years lower secondary 

Å43% of Cambodian population under 15 years of age

ÅExponential increase in numbers of children entering 
primary school 

ÅDemand for more schools and trained personnel 

ÅCrippling shortage of teachers and management 
staff

ÅBetween 2000-04 primary enrolments rose by 5.3% & 
secondary enrolments by 15.8%.

Education in Cambodia



Education in Cambodia

School-age population 

(2015 figures are UIS

projections)

Increase/

decrease

projected (%)

2005 2015 2005ï15

Primary schools 2,010,000 2,229,000 9.8

Secondary

schools

2,109,000 1,999,000 -5.2



Education in Cambodia

Number of 

teachers

Increase/ 

decrease

projected 

(%)

Pupilï

teacher 

ratio

New 

teachers 

needed 

by 2015 

Teachers 

needed 

due to 

attrition

Total 

number 

of 

Teachers 

needed

2004 2015 2000ï04 2004 2005ï15 2005ï15 2005ï15

Primary 

schools

50,200 58,700 16.9 55.1 8,500 38,600 47,100

Secondary 

schools

25,200 N/A N/A 25.1 N/A N/A N/A
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Inclusive education

Blind Girl



The social divide



ÅNet enrolment rates drop from 93.3% at primary to 
34.8% at lower and 14.8% at upper secondary.

Å1.52 million economically active children aged 5-14 
yrs; 8.6% do not attend school.

üEducation has little economic value for poor 
families

üParents have to pay informal fees to supplement 
teachersô low salaries

Å34% children enter school late due to poor health 
and malnutrition

ÅChildren from ethnic minorities, with disabilities and 
in remote areas are largely excluded from school

ÅApproximately 115,000 indigenous people from over 
ten ethnic groups who are marginalised and 
vulnerable

The social divide



Barriers to quality education



Barriers to quality education

A Blind Boy



Ministry initiatives in 

inclusive education



Ministry initiative 

Child Friendly School



Collaborative Ministry 

and NGO initiatives

Collaborative Ministry 

and NGO initiatives



ÅMainstreaming Inclusive Education (MIE) Project 
started in 2005

ÅFunding from World Bank, EU and VSO

Å41 volunteer Professionals in education program

Å6 high-need and rural provinces

ÅOverall goal: ñimprove quality, accessibility, and 
relevance of formal basic education, focusing on 
inclusion of girls, children with disabilities and other 
marginalized groupsò

ÅProject strategy: ñwork at all levels in the education 
system from central through provincial and district 
level to school cluster level. Support is also given to 
TTCs, DAC and NEP in order to increase the voice of 
civil society in education debate.

VSO and Inclusive Education
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